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ASSOCIATION NEWS
Obituary: Al Levinson

Alfred Abraham Levinson
1928 – 2005
Al, as he was known to countless mineralogists,
geochemists and friends around the world, will
be missed by them all. He had a remarkable
career with major accomplishments in industrial
brines, exploration geochemistry, gemmology,
and as an editor. His system of nomenclature for
rare-earth minerals is used universally, and the
rare mineral Levinsonite-(Y) is named in his
honour.
Although Al was born on Staten Island, New
York, and obtained his formal education in the
USA, he spent most of his professional career in
Canada at the University of Calgary. After
receiving his Ph.D. at the University of
Michigan (1952) and a short stint at Ohio State
University (1953–1956), he joined the Dow
Chemical Company at Freeport, Texas (1956–

1961). There, his interest was in exploration for
brines and their possible economic minerals. At
that time, the US government was interested in
purchasing pure yttrium metal, which they
extracted from xenotime (YPO4). Al noticed
specific variations in the content of both Y and
other rare-earth elements, and developed his
system of nomenclature, with perhaps 50 or so
mineral species now having been identified
using the ‘Levinson modifier’. After a spell with
Gulf Research and Development Co. in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (1962–1967), where he
applied mineralogical methods to petroleum
exploration, he found his academic niche at the
University of Calgary, which he joined in 1967.
It was at this time that the writer met Al, and we
remained very close friends until his death.
In the academic environment of the new
University of Calgary, Al flourished. He took
over the position of Executive Editor of
Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta (1967–1970)
and revitalised that journal, as well as editing
the proceedings of the first two Lunar Science
Conferences. His experience at these two tasks
was of immense help to me when the Pergamon
journal Applied Geochemistry was founded in
1986, and I became Executive Editor.
Al’s expertise for many years was in exploration
geochemistry, and he published two books on
the subject: Introduction to Exploration
Geochemistry (1974, translated into Russian in
1976; second edition 1980) and Practical
Problems in Exploration Geochemistry (1987,
with P.M.D. Bradshaw and I. Thomson). These
were issued through his company, Applied
Publishing Ltd., which also published
Geochemical Exploration Methods for Mineral
Deposits by A.A. Beus and S.V. Grigorian in
1977 (Al was the technical editor). Al also
published Moon Rocks and Minerals with S.
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Ross Taylor (Pergamon Press, 1971). Through
Al’s generosity, Applied Publishing is now an
imprint of the writer’s company Geoscience
Publishing.
Shortly before Al ‘retired’ to become an
emeritus at the University of Calgary in 1994,
he switched his expertise to gems, mainly
diamonds, publishing predominantly in the
journal Gems and Gemology, where the editor,
Alice Keller, became another very close friend.
Al was a very hard working person, generous in
his assistance to anyone who needed his help
and expertise, with a great sense of humour. His
family and his many friends and colleagues will
miss him greatly.
Brian Hitchon

Elements
The new year has seen the production of
bimonthly issues of Elements and issues 1 and 2
(for February and April) have already been
distributed. These issues are on Research
Facilities in the Earth Sciences and Arsenic
Geochemistry.
Managing Editor, Pierrette Tremblay, would
love to hear if you have any comments or words
of praise! (Pierrette_tremblay@inrsete.uquebec.ca

Commencing with the upcoming June issue,
only those paid up for dues for 2006 will
receive the issue. If you have not renewed
your IAGC membership for 2006, please do
so quickly so that your supply of "Elements"
issues is not interrupted (I receive a few
‘spare’ copies of each printing to deal with
delinquents!). However, because the print
run of an issue is close to the membership
demand for all participating societies, it will
be difficult to get back-issues after the year
has passed.

2006 Activities
The first set of IAGC awards was planned to be
made at the 2006 Goldschmidt Conference in
Australia. However, due to a limited response
for nominations and the short notice required to
meet the requirements, it was decided by the
Executive to postpone the awards for one year
and hold the ceremony to coincide with the
2007 Goldschmidt conference (see below).
Other upcoming meetings and events include:
1)
ISEG-7 (the International
Symposium of Environmental
Geochemistry), to be held in Beijing,
China, 24-27 Sept. 2006; Details can
be found at www.iseg2006.com
2)
GSA Annual Meeting, scheduled for
22-25 October in Philadelphia. GSA
web site is (www.geosociety.org)
3)
WRI-12 (International Symposium
on Water-Rock Interaction) to be
held in Kunming, China, 13-18
August 2007. Abstracts are due in
December 2006, (www.wri12.org).

Applied Geochemistry –
Are you missing any
issues?
There have been very few reports of lack of
receipt of Applied Geochemistry issues for
2004 or 2005. If you are missing any issues,
contact the Business Office with your needs.
The Business Office is willing to mail out
missing issues of volumes 17, 18, 19 & 20 to
fill in the gaps of members' collections, free
of charge! Let us know if you are missing an
issue.
Note that we cannot replace large numbers of
missing issues - members should contact the
Business Office separately to arrange this
(iagc@granite.mb.ca)
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News Brief on Applied
Geochemistry and Elsevier
Friso Veenstra has some information on
changes in Elsevier:
There are two issues that may be of direct
interest to IAGC members as they have
implications
for
your
journal,
Applied
Geochemistry.

http://www.elsevier.com/locate/sciencedirectale
rts.
Secondly, as of this month, Elsevier is changing
its offprints policy as we are implementing
electronic offprints for all our journals. What it
means for Applied Geochemistry is that, as of
May 29, authors will be given the choice
between e-offprints and free paper offprints.
This will also apply to special issues.
Friso Veenstra
Publisher. Elsevier Ltd.
e-mail: l.veenstra@elsevier.com

Working Group Report
Thermodynamics of Natural
Processes

First of all, I would like to remind you that the
free ContentsDirect alerting service will finally
close on 25 May 2006. So please ensure you
do not miss out on any future table of contents
alerts and sign up to the free ScienceDirect
Volume/Issue Alerts service at ScienceDirect
(http://www.sciencedirect.com) in order to
continue to receive table of contents alerts for
Applied Geochemistry and all other journals you
are interested in. Signing up will only take a few
minutes:
(1)
Visit
ScienceDirect
(www.sciencedirect.com). (2) Click on the green
Alerts tab top right. (3) If you are a new user,
register for a username and password. (4)
Login and follow the instructions for setting up
free ScienceDirect Volume/Issue Alerts. If you
would like to view a short demonstration on how
to sign up for ScienceDirect Volume/Issue
Alerts,
please
visit:
the
web
site:

The main activity of the WG took place just
during the last months of 2005 with the aim to
organize participation of Russian and other
geochemists in two traditional meetings. First of
these Meetings is the International Symposium
on Hydrothermal Reactions-VIII, which will be
held in Sendai, Japan in August 5 - 9, 2006. The
necessary information about this event was sent
to a lot of geochemists personally, in particular,
to Dr. G. Likhoidov (Vladivostok), to Dr. V.
Tauson (Irkutsk), Profs D.Grichik and
Ryzhenko, Dr. A. Bychkov (Moscow), Dr. D.
Kulik (Swiss) and so on. At this moment,
Abstracts are submitted in sufficient number at
this Symposium (e.g., G. R. Kolonin, G.P.
Shironosova “Thermodynamic model of joint
Be-ores and REE-fluorite formation from
hydrothermal chloride-fluoride fluids”, G.G.
Thomas et. al “Silicate liquids in natural
hydrothermal processes”, G.Pavlova et. al "Gold
and silver mineralization at hydrothermal AuSb,Ag-Sb and Au-Ag deposits". Now I try to
contact Prof. V. Valyashko (Kurnakov Inst, of
Inorganic Chem., Moscow) who was the OC
member at ISHR-VI and VII in order to
3

establish effective interaction with the OC in
Sendai, Japan. It was my idea to provide a
previous discussion about a possible IAGC
sponsorship for this meeting.
Another direction of WG activity was the 12th
International
Symposium
on
Solubility
Phenomena and related equilibrium processes in
July 24th-29th 2006 in Freiberg, Germany
including a workshop entitled “Quality
Assurance in Thermodynamic Databases for
Performance Assessment Studies in Waste
Disposal”. In particular, Drs. Shironosova and
G.R. Kolonin have prepared both the Abstract
and report titled “Thermodynamic model of
REE-fluorite solubility in high-temperature
chloride fluids”. Additionally, I try to get Dr. O.
Gaskova (Novosibirsk) and Dr. D. Kulik
(Swiss) and others to take part in the workshop
mentioned above.
In general, the main result of WG on TNP
activity could be suggestions to IAGC
concerning sponsorship of both Symposia as
well as the following financial assistance of
some geochemical participants. I believe, this
issue can be discussed later in more detail after
scientific programs of the ISHR-VIII and 12
ISSPh will be approved.
German Kolonin, Chairman, IAGC Working
Group on Thermodynamics of natural
Processes

Message from the IUGS
The IAGC is an affiliated organization of the
International Union of Geological Sciences.
Godfrey S. Nolan is the Chairman of the IUGS
Publications Committee and is conducting a
campaign to promote the IUGS journal Episodes
worldwide. He has asked if the following could
be included in the IAGC Newsletter.
Episodes is the official quarterly journal of the
IUGS (www.iugs.org ). It covers developments
of regional and global importance in the earth
sciences and is distributed worldwide in four
issues (March, June, September and December)
each about 80 pages long. The journal is likely
the most widely distributed earth science journal
since copies go to more than 150 countries
worldwide. Articles cover a wide range of earth
sciences and authors are from all over the world.
The content is of interest to a broad audience of
professional earth scientists having diverse
cultural and linguistic backgrounds. Whether
you live in the developing or developed world,
you will find lots of content of interest.
Published articles include current reviews, new
results from research projects of more than local
significance, and discussion of the infrastructure
of science, including techniques, research
programs, organizations, science policy, or
technical assistance. The journal offers earth
scientists:
•

authoritative articles
that
reflect
worldwide research advances and
evolving
trends
in
geoscience
disciplines;

•

a forum for information exchange within
the global earth-science community;

•

book reviews by experts in your field;

•

news about activities sponsored by
IUGS and its affiliates;

How to contact us:
To join or renew your membership in
the IAGC, subscribe to or track down
errant issues of Applied Geochemistry,
or to send in comments, etc., contact:
IAGC Business Office, Box 501,
Pinawa, Manitoba R0E 1L0, Canada.
Or check out our web site www.iagc.ca
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•

a comprehensive calendar of future
international geoscience events and
training opportunities; and

•

concise reports concerning results of
international meetings, conferences, and
symposia.

Episodes welcomes thoughtful contributions in
the topical areas listed above. Please consult the
Episodes web site for submission guidelines
(http://www.episodes.org/ ). Feel free to direct
further inquires concerning preparation and
submittal of manuscripts and illustrations,
special requirements, and pre-press processing
to the Episodes staff whose contacts are listed
on the web site.
Recent and current issues of the journal can be
viewed on-line at http://www.episodes.org/ The
printed version of the journal can be yours for
the very reasonable annual subscription rate of
US$24.00. A subscription order form is
published regularly in the journal itself and you
can also subscribe by contacting the editorial
office by mail at:
P.O. Box 823
26 Baiwanzhuang Road
Beijing 100037
China
Or, by e-mail at episodes88@yahoo.com
Information on bulk subscriptions, back issues,
and advertising rates is available on request.
Cheques should be made payable to “Episodes”.
A variety of credit cards including Diners, JCB,
Visa, American Express and Mastercard are also
accepted.

A new book by Gunter
Faure
Introduction to Planetary
Science; The Geological
Perspective by Gunter Faure and
Teresa M. Mensing (To be
published by Springer-Verlag,
Dordrecht, in 2007)
This textbook is intended to be
used in a lecture course for college
students majoring in the Earth
sciences.
Planetary science
provides an opportunity for these
students to apply a wide range of
subject matter pertaining to the
Earth to the study of other planets
and their principal satellites. In
this way, planetary science tends to
unify subjects in the Earth sciences
that are traditionally taught
separately. Therefore, planetary
science is well-suited to be taught
as a capstone course for senior
undergraduates
in
geology
departments and as an introduction
to the solar system in astronomy
departments.
Both groups of
students will benefit because
planetary science bridges the gap
between geology and astronomy
and it thereby prepares geologists
and astronomers to actively
participate in
the
on-going
exploration of the solar system.
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