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News from the Association

Message from the Editor

The IAGC is entering a new era because we
have assumed responsibility for collecting the annual
dues ($15.00 US) from our members instead of
relying on Elsevier Science Ltd. to do it for us. The
procedure we have adopted will allow most of our
members to pay their dues by means of a personal
check in the currency of their own country. The
checks are to be made payable to the appropriate
regional representative who is identified on the
enclosed invoice and are to be mailed to that
representative at the address provided on the invoice.
The representative of each region will cash your
checks, convert the funds to US dollars, and transfer
the resulting sum to Gunter Faure in the form of a
cashier’s check. More information is provided
elsewhere in this Newsletter and on the enclosed
invoice. Our plan to collect dues by means of credit-
card payments had to be abandoned because the banic
we had selected for this purpose required that we post
a large bond.

We must rely on our members to pay promptly
and on our representatives to act expeditiously
because we will transmit to Elsevier in mid-January
2002 a list of members who have paid dues for 2002
and who therefore qualify for the reduced subscription
rate to APPLIED GEOCHEMISTRY. Therefore,
please respond to the enclosed invoice at once to
avoid problems with your subscription to our
journal.

Another item of significant (good) news is that
Russell Harmon, Chair ofthe Publication Committee,
has negotiated a very favorable subscription rate for
AG in the next three years:

2002: $51.50
2003: $53.00
2004: $54.50

Ourjournal has continued to grow as illustrated in the
Figure causing the cost to members in 2001 to
decrease to 2.6 cents per page.

The present Newsletter contains a draft of the
new Statutes of the IAGC. The text is open to
comment by members until March 1, 2002. An
amended version will be presented to Council at its
next meeting which has been tentatively scheduled to
coincide with the next Goldschmidt Meeting on
August20 to 28,2002, in Davos, Switzerland. Please
send your comments to Gunter Faure
(faure. I @osu.edu).
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Finally, I draw your attention to the activities of
our Working Groups. The symposia and workshops
they orgamze permit all ofus to keep up with the state
of the art in a wide range of subject areas in
geochemistry and meteoritics.

The next issue of the Newsletter will be mailed
in March of 2002.

September 11, 2001, and the
Pale Blue Dot

As Voyager I was leaving the solar system on

February 14, 1990, it recorded its last image of the

Earth whence it had come. This image shows the

Earth as a pale blue dot in the vastness of space. Carl

Sagan used this image as the theme ofhis book: Pale

Blue Dot published in 1994. A passage taken from

this book takes on a special meaning in view of the

tragic events of September 11, 2001, in New York

City and Washington, D.C.

“The Earth is the only world known so far to

harbor life. There is nowhere else, at least in the near

future, to which our species could migrate Visit, yes

Settle, not yet. Like it or not, for the moment the

Earth is where we make our stand.”

“It has been said that astronomy is a humbling

and character-building experience. There is perhaps

no better demonstration ofthe folly ofhuman conceits

than this distant image of our tiny world. To me, it

underscores our responsibility to deal more kindly

with one another, and to preserve and cherish the pale

blue dot, the only home we’ve ever known.”

C an Sagan, Pale Blue Dot, 1994

New Books in Print

McGrayne, S.B., 2001. Prometheans in the lab:
chemistry and the making of the modem
world. McGraw-Hill, ISBN 007 135 007 1,
$24.95.

Winchester, S., 2001. The map that changed the
world William Smith and the birth ofmodem
geology, 329p, $26.00, Harp C.

Woridwatch Institute, 2001. Vital signs 2001: the
trends that are shaping our future. 192 p,
$13.95, Norton.

Ferns, T, 2001 Life beyond Earth 222 p , $40 00,
Simon and Schuster.

Levy, D.H., 2001. Shoemaker, the man who made an
impact. Princeton University Press, $27.95.

Walsh, P.3., 2001. Echoes among the stars: a short
history ofthe US space program. M.E. Sharpe,
Armonk, NY.

Bakich, M.E., 2001. Planetary handbook. Un. of
Cambridge Press.

Jeanloz, R., ed., 2001. Annual review of Earth and
Planetary Sciences, Vol. 29, Annual Rev.,
4139 El Camino Way, P.O. Box 10139, Palo
Alto, CA 94303-0139, $75 US/$80 Intemat.

Hitchon, B., E.H. Perkins, and W.D. Gunter, 1999.
Introduction to ground water geochemistry.
Geoscience Pub. Ltd., Sherwood Park,
Alberta, Canada, 310 p.

Aswathanarayana, U., 2001. Water resources
management and the environment.
A.A. Balkema Publishers, Rotterdam.

Li, Y -H, 2000 A compendium of geochemistry,
from solar nebula to the human brain.
Princeton University Press, 488 p., $70.00.Please renew your membership in the

IAGC today
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Alley, RB., 2000. The two-mile time machine;ice
cores,abruptclimatechangeand our future.
PrincetonUniversityPress,24.0p., $24.95.

Philander,S.G.,2000. Is thetemperaturerising? The
uncertain science of global warming.
PrincetonUniversityPress,240p., $17.95.

Schopf,J.W., 2001. Cradleof life; the discoveryof
the Earth’s earliest fossils. Princeton
UniversityPress,336p., $17.95.

Poag,C.W., 1999. Chesapeakeinvader;discovering
America’s giant meteoritecrater. Princeton
UniversityPress,168 p., $24.95.

Kiuger, 3., 1999. JourneybeyondSelene.Simonand
Schuster,New York, $26.00.

CouncilMeetingonNovember4,2001in
Boston,MA, USA

GunterFaure

An informalmeetingoftheCounciloftheIAGC
occurredduringtheAnnualGSAMeetingonthedate
mentionedabove. The meetingwas attendedby
JochenHoefs, Russell Harmon, David Long, and
GunterFaure. Many topicswerediscussed,but no
votes were taken becausethe meeting lacked a
quorum. In addition, GunterFauremet separately
with Blair Jones, Robert Finkelman, and Friso
Veenstra(Pub-lisbingEditor, Elsevier).

Collectionof AnnualDues

In view of the technicaldifficulties we have
encounteredin settingup apaymentsystembasedon
credit cards, the consensuswas that GunterFaure
wouldcollectduesfrommembersin CanadaandUSA
by meansofpersonalchecksmailedto him.

In addition,membersresidingin othercountries
will payduesin the currenciesof their countriesby
meansof checks mailed to representativesto be
identified on the invoice. GunterFaureagreedto
contact these representativesand to specify the
amountof foreigncurrencyrequiredto equal$15.00
US. Therepresentativeswill converttheaccumulated
fundsinto US dollarsin theform of acashier’scheck
to bemailedto GunterFaureonorbeforeJanuary15,
2002.

The list of memberswho havepaid dueswill
then be passedto Elsevierwho will use it to mail
invoicesfor renewalof thesubscriptionto APPLIED
GEOCHEMISTRY. After two years,in the fall of
2003, the IAGC will take over the renewalof dues
and AG subscriptionswith financial support from
Elsevier.

TechnicalSessionatGSAMeetingin Denver,2002

TheSixth InternationalSymposium
on theGeochemistryof theEarth’s

Surface(GES-6)

GES-6will beheldin Honolulu,Hawaii,USA,
from Monday,May 20 to FridayMay 24, 2002 The
meeting is being organized by Fred Mackenzie
(fredm@soest.hawaii.edu).

In addition,GES-6will featuretheInternational
IngersonLecture of the IAGC to be presentedby
Dr. Blair Jones. The topic of this lecture will be
announcedin Newsletter#37 in Marchof 2002

Annual Meeting, Meteoritical Society,
UCLA De Neve Plaza Conference Center, Los
Angeles, CA, USA. Contact: Paul H. Warren,
Institute of Geophysics,UCLA, Los Angeles, CA
90095-1567.pwarren@ucla.edu,http//www.lpi.usra.
eduJmeetings/upcomingmeetingS.htmll.

David Long and Berry Lyons are planningto


