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News from the Association

Message from the Editor

The IAGC is entering a new era because we

have assumed responsibility for collecting the annual

dues ($15.00 US) from our members instead of
relying on Elsevier Science Ltd. to do it for us. The
procedure we have adopted will allow most of our
members to pay their dues by means of a personal
check in the currency of their own country. The
checks are to be made payable to the appropriate
regional representative who is identified on the
enclosed invoice and are to be mailed to that
representative at the address provided on the invoice.
The representative of each region will cash your
checks, convert the funds to US dollars, and transfer
the resulting sum to Gunter Faure in the form of a
cashier’s check. More information is provided
elsewhere in this Newsletter and on the enclosed
invoice. Our plan to collect dues by means of credit-
card payments had to be abandoned because the bank
we had selected for this purpose required that we post
a large bond.

We must rely on our members to pay promptly
and on our representatives to act expeditiously
because we will transmit to Elsevier in mid-January
2002 a list of members who have paid dues for 2002
‘and who therefore qualify for the reduced subscription
rate to APPLIED GEOCHEMISTRY. Therefore,
please respond to the enclosed invoice at once to
avoid problems with your subscription to our
journal.

Another item of significant (good) news is that

Russell Harmon, Chair of the Publication Committee,

has negotiated a very favorable subscription rate for
AG in the next three years: e
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Our journal has continued to grow as illustrated in the
Figure causing the cost to members in 2001 to
decrease to 2.6 cents per page.

The present Newsletter contains a draft of the
new Statutes of the IAGC. The text is open to
comment by members until March 1, 2002. An
amended version will be presented to Council at its
next meeting which has been tentatively scheduled to
coincide with the next Goldschmidt Meeting on
August 20 to 28, 2002, in Davos, Switzerland. Please
send your comments to Gunter Faure
(faure.1@osu.edu).
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Finally, I draw your attention to the activities of

our Working Groups. The symposia and workshops
they organizc permit all of us to keep up with the state
of the art in a wide range of subject areas in
geochemistry and meteoritics.

The next issue of the Newsletter will be mailed
in March of 2002.

September 11, 2001, and the
Pale Blue Dot

As Voyager I was leaving the solar system on
February 14, 1990, it recorded its last image of the
Earth whence it had come. This image shows the
Earth as a pale blue dot in the vastness of space. Carl
Sagan used this i image as the theme of his book: Pale
Blue Dot published in 1994. A passage taken from
this book takes on a special meaning in view of the
tragic events of September 11, 2001, in New York
City and Washington, D.C.

“The Earth is the only world known so far to
harbor life. There is nowhere else, at least in the near
future, to which our species could migrate. Visit, yes.
Settle, not yet. Like it or not, for the moment the
Earth is where we make our stand.”

“It has been said that astronomy is a humbling
and character-building experience. There is perhaps
no better demonstration of the folly of human conceits
than this distant image of our tiny world. To me, it
underscores our responsibility to deal more kindly
with one another, and to preserve and cherish the pale
blue dot, the only home we’ve ever known.”

C arl Sagan, Pale Blue Dot, 1994
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